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“the future of the past”
-Andrew Prescott, King’s College London 

“an emerging, recession-proof, bubble-proof, bullet-proof 
field in academia”

-Mark Sample, Davidson College

“the hottest thing in the humanities”
-Stephen Ramsey, University of Nebraska
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The	
  Digital	
  Humani/es	
  is	
  a	
  capacious	
  enterprise	
  that	
  
includes,	
  among	
  other	
  things,	
  research	
  using	
  
computa/onal	
  and	
  algorithmic	
  methods	
  to	
  study	
  culture	
  
and	
  history	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  efforts	
  to	
  use	
  digital	
  media	
  to	
  
share	
  humani/es	
  content	
  beyond	
  the	
  academy	
  and	
  
encourage	
  ac/ve	
  engagement	
  with	
  that	
  content	
  by	
  a	
  
broad	
  public.

—Rob	
  Nelson,	
  University	
  of	
  Richmond
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Digital	
  Humani/es	
  is	
  any	
  scholarly	
  ac/vity	
  that	
  makes	
  
extensive	
  use	
  of	
  one	
  or	
  more	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  possibili/es	
  for	
  
teaching	
  and	
  research	
  opened	
  up	
  by	
  the	
  unique	
  
affordances	
  of	
  digital	
  media.	
  These	
  include,	
  but	
  are	
  not	
  
limited	
  to,	
  new	
  forms	
  of	
  collabora/on,	
  new	
  forms	
  of	
  
publica/on,	
  and	
  new	
  methods	
  for	
  visualizing	
  and	
  
analyzing	
  data.

—Diane	
  Jakacki,	
  Bucknell	
  University
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I	
  know	
  it	
  when	
  I	
  see	
  it.
—Glen	
  Worthey,	
  Stanford	
  University
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Producing Humanistic 
Knowledge
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Zotero.org

Zotero.org
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http://braceroarchive.org/
developed using:

omeka.org

8

http://braceroarchive.org
http://braceroarchive.org
http://omeka.org
http://omeka.org


publicly hosted:
Omeka.net
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HistoryPin.org
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http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/


Scalar

Performing Archive:  Curtis and the “Vanishing Race”
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http://scalar.usc.edu/
http://scalar.usc.edu/


Scalar

Performing Archive:  Curtis and the “Vanishing Race”
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http://scalar.usc.edu/
http://scalar.usc.edu/


Standardizing Humanistic 
Knowledge
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TEI-C.org
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http://www.tei-c.org/index.xml
http://www.tei-c.org/index.xml


Open Annotation Collaboration

openannotation.org
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http://openannotation.org
http://openannotation.org


Project Blacklight
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http://projectblacklight.org
http://projectblacklight.org


Discovering Existing 
Knowledge
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Oldweather.org

powered using Scribe
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http://oldweather.org
http://oldweather.org
https://github.com/zooniverse/Scribe
https://github.com/zooniverse/Scribe


Transforming the Afro-Caribbean World

1)	
  digi/za/on	
  of	
  a	
  subset	
  of	
  the	
  proposed	
  records	
  to	
  evaluate	
  
poten/al	
  costs	
  and	
  preserva/on	
  issues;	
  
2)	
  explora/on	
  of	
  structured	
  data	
  tools	
  to	
  reveal	
  new	
  insights	
  about	
  
these	
  records;	
  
3)	
  the	
  crea/on	
  of	
  annotated	
  bibliographies	
  for	
  use	
  by	
  teachers	
  and	
  
the	
  public	
  as	
  they	
  begin	
  to	
  explore	
  the	
  centennial	
  anniversary	
  of	
  the	
  
opening	
  of	
  the	
  canal;	
  
4)	
  iden/fica/on	
  of	
  other	
  archives	
  and	
  repositories	
  to	
  be	
  included	
  in	
  a	
  
larger	
  project.
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http://spanishpaleographytool.org/
20

http://spanishpaleographytool.org
http://spanishpaleographytool.org


Shelley-Godwin Archive
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http://shelleygodwinarchive.org/
http://shelleygodwinarchive.org/


Invisible Australians
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http://invisibleaustralians.org/
http://invisibleaustralians.org/


Digging%into%Image%Data%

Ball-based 
segmentation 

Polygon fitting 

Sobel Edge detection and polygon 
fitting 
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Visualizing Humanistic 
Knowledge
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The Battle of Chancellorsville

developed using Omeka + Neatline.org
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http://hotchkiss.neatline.org/neatline-exhibits/show/battle-of-chancellorsville/fullscreen
http://hotchkiss.neatline.org/neatline-exhibits/show/battle-of-chancellorsville/fullscreen
http://neatline.org
http://neatline.org


Mapping the Republic of Letters
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http://republicofletters.stanford.edu/
http://republicofletters.stanford.edu/
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PhotoTrails
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http://phototrails.net/radial_sandy_hue_created/
http://phototrails.net/radial_sandy_hue_created/


Preserving Humanistic 
Knowledge
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Evaluating Humanistic 
Knowledge
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http://dhcommons.org/journal

http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/

http://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/
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http://dhcommons.org/journal
http://dhcommons.org/journal
http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org
http://journalofdigitalhumanities.org
http://digitalhumanitiesnow.org
http://digitalhumanitiesnow.org


Introduction to Digital Humanities II
Developing Digital Humanities 

Projects and Initiatives

33



Developing research ideas is more about 
communication than creativity 
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Exercise 1:
List your Name

List your Department
List your Email Address

What Knowledge do you Have?

What Skills do you have (tech or 
otherwise)?
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What is a Research Project?
event 

meeting
workshop
conference
symposium

article
dissertation

archive

research 
analysis

investigation
experiment

development

telling a story, writing an argument, 
answering a question, developing a theory
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Five Parts:

a question, problem, or provocation

sources (primary or secondary)

an audience

concrete products

an analytical activity
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Question:

Can computational image analyses algorithms 
be used across differing visual arts collections 

with a high degree of accuracy?
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Provocation:

No studies of image analyses targeting 
the problem of authorship have been applied 

to very large collections of images and evaluated in 
terms of accuracy over diverse datasets.
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Problem:
where and by whom were the artifacts created? 

what characteristics distinguish individual artists and 
groups of artists (e.g manuscripts illuminators, map makers and 
engravers, quilt-makers)?

How do the artifacts reflect artistic styles, the tastes of the 
particular region and historical moments to which they belong?
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Exercise 2:

What is your question, problem, or provocation?
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Sources: Analog

Books
Articles

Manuscripts
Artifacts

etc.
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Sources:

15th-century Froissart manuscripts 

17th- and 18th-century maps 

19th- and 20th-century quilts 
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Discovering Digital Tools

Bamboo Dirt

CHNM ToolCenter Wiki

Stanford’s Tooling Up for Digital Humanities

The Europeana List
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http://dirt.projectbamboo.org
http://dirt.projectbamboo.org
http://echo.gmu.edu/toolcenter-wiki/index.php?title=Category:Tools
http://echo.gmu.edu/toolcenter-wiki/index.php?title=Category:Tools
http://toolingup.stanford.edu/
http://toolingup.stanford.edu/
http://judaica-europeana.eu/digital-resources.html%23tools
http://judaica-europeana.eu/digital-resources.html%23tools


Discovering Digital Textual Data

BYU Time Magazine Corpus

Oxford Text Archive

JSTOR’s Data for Research Services

Hathi Trust Research Center

Chronicling America

Smithsonian’s Cooper Hewitt Museum Data
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http://corpus.byu.edu/time/
http://corpus.byu.edu/time/
http://ota.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/index.html
http://ota.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/index.html
http://dfr.jstor.org/
http://dfr.jstor.org/
http://www.hathitrust.org/htrc
http://www.hathitrust.org/htrc
http://%0A%0Ahttp://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://%0A%0Ahttp://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://www.cooperhewitt.org/collections/data
http://www.cooperhewitt.org/collections/data


Discovering Digital Image Data

US Census Bureau Map Data

Flickr (by Creative Commons License)

The Life Magazine Dataset by Google

The Library of Congress Image Data

Wikimedia Commons

The NYPL Digital Gallery
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http://www.census.gov/geo/maps-data/data/tiger.html
http://www.census.gov/geo/maps-data/data/tiger.html
http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/
http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/
http://images.google.com/hosted/life
http://images.google.com/hosted/life
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_page
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_page
http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/index.cfm
http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/index.cfm


Exercise 3:

What is your data?
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Analytical Activity:
writing

analyzing
building
creating
digitizing
narrating
curating
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Historical*Maps*
•  Selec&on)of)common)objects)in)maps)(currently,)the)five)Great)Lakes))
•  Segmenta&on)of)these)objects)from)map)images)
•  Calibra&on)to)iden&fy)scale)
•  Shape)comparison)metric)(currently,)area))

Imaginations unbound 
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Quilts!

vs 

Segment the image into regions.  
The regions are not squares; below 
is for illustration only Compare regions and merge if 

similar 

Compute signature for quilt 
using regions as metrics.  
Assign this signature to the 
quilt. 

< 1, 3.4, -10, 15, 4… > 
SVM Classifier 

Feed signatures into Trained SVM Classifier 

YES 

Get Yes/No result 
from SVM 
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Medieval(Manuscripts(

Apply shape recognition algorithms to polygonal models to identify 
similar letters, words, symbols and patterns 
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Audience

Subject Scholars

Art Historians
Cartographers
Quilt Scholars

Methodological Researchers

Image Analysis 
Authorship
Authenticity

Public

Archives
Museums
Libraries
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Exercise 4:

Who is your audience?
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Products

Digging into Image Data Grant (DID1)
Memorandum of Understanding

3 websites (UIUC, MSU, Sheffield)
3 repositories (Froissart, Quilt Index, Medici)

4 algorithms
3 papers 

4 conference posters
7 conference presentation

4 presentations
Digging into Image Data Grant (DID2)
90+ hours of video conference footage

listserv logs and email chains
press releases
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Exercise 5:

What are your potential products?
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But Wait:

I don’t think I know enough to do my project
I don’t have this skill

I have no ideas

57



Strategies:

Join an Existing Project (DHCommons.org)
Get Educated (www.dhtraining.org/hilt or dhsi.org)

Ask a question (digitalhumanities.org/answers/)
Follow #dh and DH folk on twitter
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http://www.dhtraining.org/hilt
http://www.dhtraining.org/hilt


Strategies:

EXPERIMENT

Wordpress and wordpress.com
Omeka and omeka.net
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Visit
DevDH.org

Jennifer Guiliano
@jenguiliano

jenguiliano@gmail.com
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http://www.devdh.org/
http://www.devdh.org/
mailto:jenguiliano@gmail.com
mailto:jenguiliano@gmail.com

